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Obtaining a grant for excellence to pursue high-level education in Wallonia or Brussels
Objective of the assistance:

To benefit from a grant in order to follow postdoctoral education within the framework of excellence provided by the university network of Wallonia-Brussels International (WBI). The preferred fields will be: transport and logistics, mechanical engineering, life sciences, agro-industry, aeronautics-space, environmental technologies. Any other field will be considered.
Criteria for admissibility:

A national of any country, holding a higher education a doctorate awarded by a foreign institution. This degree should permit the holder to commence exclusively a postdoctoral programme in a university in Wallonia or Brussels, which should be contacted in this regard. You will find a list of these and information about the university programmes at www.studyinbelgium.be
Countries concerned:

All countries.
Details of the programme:

In a context of increased mobility and globalisation, a programme of grants for excellence has been set up by Wallonia-Brussels International (WBI). 

This programme prioritises the competitiveness hubs determined by the Marshal Plan 4.0, initiated by Wallonia. Its aim is to help our universities welcome academics from foreign institutes of excellence.

If you would like more details about the university programmes, please see the Website www.studyinbelgium.be
The grants programmes:

1.
Grants for a minimum 1-year period (renewable once) 

Duration: minimum 1 year 

Fields: transport and logistics, mechanical engineering, life sciences, agro-industry, aeronautics-space, environmental technologies. 

Any other field will be considered. 

Countries concerned: all countries. 

Submission of applications
Important note:

When submitting the application, the invitation letter from the host institute in Wallonia or Brussels must be enclosed with it. If the institute has not yet issued this letter, the application must nonetheless be received by 1st March (long-term grants). The applicant will be obliged to send on the invitation letter to WBI subsequently and as soon as possible.  

The application must be sent by the applicant to WBI : 

either by post : 

EIWB – Service des Bourses d’excellence (Excellence Grants Department)
For the attention of Mrs Laurie DELCOURTE
2, place Sainctelette

1080 Brussels 

or by e-mail : l.delcourte@wbi.be 

Period of stay: September to August of the relevant academic year 

Form for downloading : http://wbi.be/en/services/service/obtaining-grant-excellence-pursue-high-level-education-wallonia-brussels-0#.Vd3EM1RV3_-
Submission deadlines : 1st March preceding the academic year for which the grant is requested. 

Selection : WBI carries out the selection of the applications in cooperation with all the scientific, academic and institutional partners involved in the programme.  

The selection board is made up of members of 

1. the F.R.S.-FNRS (FNRS) (Scientific Research Fund)
2. the Directorate-General operational for the “Economy, Employment and Research” of the Walloon Public Service (DG 06) 

3. WBI 

who, in order to make their selection, will base their decision on, among others, the following criteria: 

· field relating to the competitiveness hubs of the Marshall 2.vert plan
· letters of recommendation appended to the form
· academic results and distinctions
· importance of the field of research for our universities, research centres 

· any scientific publications
· career path
These criteria make it possible to draw up a classification into three categories A-B-C. Only applications that have been awarded the classification mark A by at least one of the selection board members will be eligible for selection. Please note that sub-categories (A- and A+) are created in category A. 

In principle, the decision will be made by 15th July at the latest for grants of a minimum period of 1 year. 

Visa: The visa application will have to be made by the recipient from the Belgian embassy or consulate of his (her) country. To this end, he (she) will receive confirmation of the awarding of a grant. 

Financial details: 

· Monthly sum: 1,200 € covering subsistence costs, accommodation, educational books and expenses for travel within the country; 

· WBI assumes the cost of one return flight; 

· WBI assumes the cost of cover by the "Health Care" policy for non-European Union countries; 

· WBI assumes the enrolment fees to the maximum amount of 835 € or administrative fees of 500 € (post-doctorate) required by the university and payment of which is a precondition before starting the postdoctoral research programme. The visa costs are not taken into account.
· WBI assumes the cost of “Repatriation”-type insurance. 

Report on the stay 

At the latest two months after the end of the programme, the recipient is required to write a report on the conditions of his(her) stay in the French Community of Belgium (programme carried out, conditions of the stay, suggestions, etc.). This document will help to highlight the advantages of the programme followed and any weaknesses. It will serve as documentary reference for future recipients. The report must be countersigned by the academic representative(s) of the host university.  It will be passed on by WBI to all the scientific, academic and institutional partners involved in the programme.  

Compendium of former recipients of the grants for excellence
The recipient agrees to be part of the compendium drawn up by WBI and to keep WBI informed of how his(her) career progresses.  

2. Short-term research grants for a 1 to 3-month period 

Duration: 1 to 3 months maximum 

Fields: Transport and logistics, mechanical engineering, life sciences, agro-industry, aeronautics-space, environmental. 

Any other field will be considered.  
Note: these grants must be used to start research programmes within the university setting only. Costs for research in the field are not covered. In addition, the applicant can receive only one short-term grant. 

Countries concerned: all countries.
Submission of applications:
Important note:

When submitting the application, the invitation letter from the host institute in Wallonia or Brussels must be enclosed with it. If the institute has not yet issued this letter, the application must nonetheless be received by 1st March (long-term grants). The applicant will be obliged to send on the invitation letter to WBI subsequently and as soon as possible.  

The application must be sent by the applicant to WBI : 

either by post : 

EIWB – Service des Bourses d’excellence (Excellence Grants Department)
For the attention of Mrs Laurie DELCOURTE
2, place Sainctelette

1080 Brussels 

or by e-mail : l.delcourte@wbi.be 

Period of stay: January to December 

Form for downloading : http://wbi.be/en/services/service/obtaining-grant-excellence-pursue-high-level-education-wallonia-brussels-0#.Vd3EM1RV3_-
Submission deadlines: 

for stays planned between February and May: 1st October of the preceding year
for stays planned between June and September: 1st February of the same year
for stays planned between October and January: 1st May of the same year
Applications submitted past these deadlines cannot be accepted.  

Selection: WBI carries out the selection of the applications in cooperation with all the scientific, academic and institutional partners involved in the programme.  

The selection board is made up of members of 

1. the F.R.S.-FNRS (FNRS) (Scientific Research Fund) 

2. the Directorate-General operational for the “Economy, Employment and Research” of the Walloon Public Service (DG 06) 

3. WBI 

who, in order to make their selection, will base their decision on, among others, the following criteria: 

· field relating to the competitiveness hubs of the Marshall 2.vert plan
· letters of recommendation appended to the form

· academic results and distinctions
· importance of the field of research for our universities, research centres 

· any scientific publications

· career path
These criteria make it possible to draw up a classification into three categories A-B-C. Only applications that have been awarded the classification mark A by at least one of the selection board members will be eligible for selection. Please note that sub-categories (A- and A+) are created in category A. 

In principle, the decision will be made by 15th July at the latest for doctoral or postdoctoral-level grants for a minimum period of one year.
Visa: The visa application will have to be made by the recipient. To this end, he (she) will receive from WBI confirmation of the grant awarded.
Financial details: 

· Monthly sum: 1,300 € covering subsistence costs, accommodation, educational books and expenses for travel within the country; 

· WBI assumes the cost of one return flight; 

· WBI assumes the cost of cover by the "Health Care" policy for non-European Union countries.
Report on the stay 

At the latest two months after the end of the programme, the recipient is required to write a report on the conditions of his(her) stay in the Walloon-Brussels Community (programme carried out, conditions of the stay, suggestions, etc.). This document will help to highlight the advantages of the programme followed and any weaknesses.

It will serve as documentary reference for future recipients. The report must be countersigned by the academic representative(s) of the host university. 
It will be passed on by WBI to all the scientific, academic and institutional partners involved in the programme.  

Compendium of former recipients of the grants for excellence
The recipient agrees to be part of the compendium drawn up by WBI and to keep WBI informed of how his(her) career progresses.  

Contact person:

Mrs Laurie DELCOURTE, Assistant – Sector-related policies: Study grants, Trainers and Teaching Assistants; Internal department for prevention and protection at work (WBI)

Wallonie-Bruxelles International (WBI), 

Place Sainctelette,2

1080 BRUSSELS
Tel. 02 421 82 09

Fax: 

E-mail: l.delcourte@wbi.be
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